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The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club is devoted to the study of all forms of Natural 
History, and is comprised of both experts and beginners. We cover a wide variety of 
topics, and we support conservation. Meetings are held on the first Thursday of 
every month, except January, in the Life Science Building at the University of 


Tasmania from 7.45 p.m. Outings are usually held the following weekend, meeting 
outside the main entrance to the Museum, Macquarie Street. 


The Club's address is GPO Box 68A, Hobart, 7001 and the club contact is Don Hird 
(34 4293). 



























Program 


Thurs. 4 November 7.45p.m.: Greg Blake will speak about Tasmania's 
dry-forest invertebrate fauna. Habitats like inland grassy forest 
have received much recent attention for their endangerment since 
European settlement. The habitat at large and their plant 
communities are now better known, this talk will cover some of 
the more cryptic faunal elements. 


Sat. 6 November 10 a.m.: The excursion will be to Waverley Park on the eastern 
shore, meet at the Museum entrance at , or at the excursion venue 
by arrangement. 


Thurs. 2 December7.45p.m.: Members’ Night. This is your opportunity to bring 
along some specimens, photos., indeed any natural history material 
which may be of interest to others.As well as club activities, many 
members undertake their own field excursions, records of which 
are well worth sharing. As the last meeting for 1993, please 
contribute to a Christmas supper if you are able. 





Sat. 4 December 10.00 a.m.: Mystery Outing !! Your committee will organise this 
more novel excursion to a worthwhile natural venue. Travel will be 
within 60 km. of Hobart. Meet at the Museum at 10.00 a.m. 


January As usual, no January meeting 





or excursion. 


New Members 
Welcome to our new members Amanda Thompson and Family, and Tom Mumbray. 


Committee Notes. 


Our new publication, the long-awaited Butterflies of Tasmania should be out before 
the next Bulletin appears. Limited numbers will be available to Members at a modest 
discount to the retail price. 

Organising club events and activities is a significant task. In March next year 
elections will be held if needed for the 1994 committee; please consider. The load is 
reasonable when spread across 10 active members although some circulation is 
beneficial to all concerned. 


Membership fees are due by the end of this year. 


In a break with tradition, we will be publishing the Tasmanian Naturalist on an annual 
basis from next year. The volume of material will be at least maintained and the 
annual issue will appear with a more solid feel (more comparable to, say, Tasmanian 
Tramp) with the October bulletin. This will make the Editor's task and some 
distribution easier, the Bulletin will continue to be sent to members quarterly. 


President's Report. 


It will be good to see our butterfly book in published form, there has been much 
behind-the-scenes work to get it to this stage (see Committee Report). Ventures of 
this sort need active cooperation as well as skills of members and other contributors. 
Rather than being necessarily profitable (although breaking-even financially overall is 
a requirement), our publications should be educational and reflect the aims of the 
club in promoting appropriate conservation and expanding our documented 
knowledge of Tasmanian natural history. 


If any members have the time and interest, here is a project that could be published 
in the Naturalist. Some years ago the FieldNats in Victoria published a list of 
derivations of the scientific names of their flora in the Victorian Naturalist. We could 
consider doing this for our endemics, ie those not covered in the Victorian list. Is 
anybody interested ? Don Hird, President. 
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Survey Program 





In September seven members spent five days on Schouten Island (at the tip of the 
Freycinet Peninsula). Freycinet Ranger Staff assisted with transport in return for our 
comprehensive report. New records for the island included several orchids, birds, a 
lizard, a freshwater crayfish, some bats, rocky-shore biota, and some physiographic 
features. 


Overall impressions were that such a small island is still not easy to traverse freely. 
Like many islands it had a distinctive "feel" when compared to comparable mainland 
areas; this may be partly due, for example, to the apparent absence of grazing 
animals other than uncommon Pademelons. Tentative plans are underway for a 
return Schouten visit next spring. A copy of our report is in the Outings book. 


Several members visited King Island in September. In conjunction with a meeting of 
the Federation of Tasmanian Field Naturalists’ Clubs, a conducted tour around 
natural parts of the island was provided by the local Naturalists. 


Reports on both of the above will be presented at the December Members’ Night. 
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